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POLITICAL. 


Tan Shola-i-Tér of the 9th August refers to Aiyub Cireulati a 
Khan’s victory over the Amir Abdul 325 copies. 


Af han politics. | 
iris Rahman Khan’s army, and remarks 


that it appears from Lord Hartington’s answer to a question 
in the House of Commons and the telegraphic news received 
from Simla that the Government of India will preserve a 
strict neutrality unless Aiyub Kban interferes. with our 
posts. Those persons who are not versed in politics will 
be naturally disposed to think that the Amir, being our 
nominee, is entitled to help at our hands at such a crisis. 
Perhaps the Amir himself is also of the same opinion, and he 
has already sent an envoy apparently to ask for aid. Bat it 
should be observed that we coneluded no treaty with him 
when we placed him on the throne of Kabul. Moreover, we 
have already given him all he asked for. We have given 
him 49 lakhs of rupees and a large quantity of arms and 
ammunition, We are not bound to do any e fer 
him. When our troops temporarily occupied Afghanista: 
suggested that the:country should be divided nto a nu 
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of small states, in order that the power of the Afghans might 
be broken. That policy also recommended itself on the 
ground that all the chief claimants to the throne of Kabul 
would have received a portion of the kingdom, and therefore 
each of them would have heen satisfied, But the Govern- 
ment did not deem it expedient to follow this policy. Now 
the best policy undoubtedly appears to be that the Govern- 
ment should quietly await the course of events and accept 
him as the Amir who is ultimately victorious. 


NATIVE STATES. 
A correspondent of the Bhdrtt Vilds of the 5th August 
states that the late Raja Shivaji of 


“_ Tanjore, a native state in the Madras 


‘presidency, left six young sons by concubines at the time of 


his death. One of them has died since, but five of them 
are still alive. On the death of the late Raja the Govern- 
ment annexed the state ta its own territories and granted 
small pensions to the members of his family. In accordance 
with Her Majesty’s proclamation that no native state will be 


annexed in future, the Government has placed the real or 


adopted sons of the late chiefs of Mysore, Jaipur, Baroda, 
Kolhapur, &c., on the gaddi, but it is surprising that it has 
not yet bikie’ the claims of the sons of the late Raja of 
Tanjore into consideration. It does not become the paternal 
British Government to be kind to some chiefs and to be 
unkind to others. True the sons of the late Raja of Tanjore 
‘are born of concubines ; but it should be observed that his 
father, nephew, and grandfather were also born of concubines. 
‘Prince Vijaya Vardanand is the ablest and most intel pout 


man of the five sons of the late Raja and should 5. 1 2 to 
Raja of Tanjore. 1 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION.. wi tall 


The Koh-i-Nur of the 6th August publishes an ar 1 
The education of the headed The Government aod 1 * 


dona Of native chief, native chiefs, No. II, 
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education of native chiefs. The writer states that the native 
chiefs do not at present receive a good education and are not 
able to conduct the administration of their states properly. If 
the British Government retired from this country, they would 
hardly be able to protect their states from their internal and 
external foes. The writer proposes the following scheme for 
the education of the sons of native chiefs: (1) A school 
should be established at the head-quarters of each Local 
Government, where the sons of all the native chiefs who are 
under the political control of that Government and those of 
their sirdars should receive education. The children should 
be sent to the school when they are only six years of age. As 
soon as they are 13 years old, they should be instructed in 
the law and the art of war. (2) When they have completed 
their 17th year, they should be required to attend regularly 
the different courts, from that of Assistant Commissioner 
to Commissioner, during the next three years and see how 
justice is administered there. (3) They should attend the 
Legislative Councils of the Lieutenant-Governors and of the 
Viceroy for some time. (4) They then should be appointed 
to different offices in the military, judicial, revenue, and other 
departments and work should be exacted from them as from 
paid officers. If they were educated in this way, they would 
be able to administer the affairs of their states very succ ess- 
fully. ag test 


The same paper has another article headed “ The Govern- 
The British Residents in ment and the native chiefs, No. III.“ 
native states. in its issue of the 10th August. The 
writer states that now the business of a British Resident 
accredited to the court of a native chief should not be to see 
that the chief does not secretly increase his army, that he 
does not carry on intrigues with other chiefs, dc. The Gov- 
ernment must have been fully-convinced by this time of the 


loyalty of the native chiefs. Tbe Residents should not now 


jealously watch the conduct of the native chiefs like spies, 
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but should assist them in conducting the administration with 
good advice like their mentors. 


The same paper of the 10th August regrets to state that the 
The sdministration of administration of the jails in India is 
not good, and the result is that incaroera- 

tion in a jail, instead of having any good effect on a convict, 
hardens him in crime. It appears from the annual reports on 
the administration of jails that the number of re.admissions 
every year is nearly equal to fresh admissions. Some super- 
intendents of jails ascribe the increase in re-admissions to the 
alleged lenient treatment of prisoners. But they are mistaken. 


The hardening of criminals is really due to other causes; (1) 


The new convicts and habitual criminals are indiscriminately 
mixed together in Indian jails. But in England all prisoners 
are not only kept in separate cells in the night, but as far as 
possible they are not allowed to come in contact with each 
other even during the day. They are so seated when they 
are employed at the tread-mill that one cannot see the other. 
(2) The subordinate jail officials frequently abuse and 
beat the prisoners, and the result is that the latter lose 
all sense of honor or self-respect owing to this ill-treatment. 
Superintendents generally do not like to panish criminals in 
the regular way for small offences, because all punishments 
inflicted by them have to be entered in a register; ; and if the 
number of punishments inflicted during the year is very large, 
the Government takes them to task for being over-strict. ö 
Therefore they tell their subordinates to punish the oflendin g 
criminals privately. The subordinate jail officials much o ppress 
the prisoners and extort bribes from them. (3) In the case | of 
criminals sentenced to rigorous imprisonment the same tas K is . 
generally exacted from all classes of criminals, In fixing t N 

task for each convict the superintendent of a jail should n 
only take into consideration his physical strength, but ao 


the kind of work to which he is accustomed. If the.s dein 


ed task of a convict is light for him, he will regard Pries 
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life as a comfortable one. If it is too heavy for him, he will 
naturally pay bribes to the subordinate jail: officials, in order 
that they may transfer him to some less laborious work or have 
a portion of his task done by other criminals. (4) The prac- 
tice of appointing medical. officers as superintendents of jails 
has led to very bad results. These doctor superintendents, 
in order to earn the praises of the Government, are always 
anxious to increase the income of the jail from jail industries 
and to reduce the expenditure as much as possible. In order 
to increase the income they strictly exact the task-work from 
the prisoners, and do not much care about their health. The 
annual jail reports clearly show that the rate of mortality 
and of corporal chastisements has been much higher in 
those jails where the same man was both the doctor and 
superintendent than in those where the two offices were held 
by separate men. The offices of superintendent and doctor 
of a jail should be held by separate men, in order that one may 
exercise a check upon the other. One of the Subordinate 
Magistrates of a district should be appointed superintendent 
of the district jail. 


The same paper publishes an article communicated by its 
The transfer of Maulvi Aligarh correspondent. The article is 


„ „= headed “ Misfortune is again about to 
abad to Aligarh. begfal Aligarh.” The writer says: The 
misfortune we mean is the approaching advent of Maulvi Sami- 
ullah Khan, Subordinate Judge,in Aligarh for the second 
time. When he was at Aligarh before, he set the pleaders by 
the ears. The pleaders were divided into two opposite parties 
and great ill-fe eling existed between them. They have not yet 
been fally reconciled to each other. It is difficult to realize what 


has induced the High Court to retransfer him to this 2 It 
is well known what good remarks were Onde 1 ded. 
late Judge of Aligarh. aud Sir Charles Turner 
There is now -no old Judge in the High G r Ui — é 

Turner bas gone to Madras; Mr. Pearson has retired; the 
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Chief Justice is a pious man; and the Registrar isa new man. 
If the High Court desired to remove Maulvi Farid-al-din to 
some other place, it should have sent another man like him to 
Aligarh. Both the Hindus and Musalmans of Aligarh are dis- 
satisfied with Maulvi Sami-ullah Khan. His transfer to this 
place is also objectionable on the ground that his many friends 
and relatives are employed in different posts here. Moreover, 
the reputation of the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College 
will suffer from his coming here, because any person who will 
contribute any subscription to the college in his time even 
from bond fide good motives will be generally regarded as 
having made the contribution with the object of winning his 
good will. It would be a good thing if the Hon’ble Saiyid 
Ahmad Khan dissuaded him from coming to this place, 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nur of the 10th Au- 
The patwäris in the gust complains that the patudris 
Pénjab. oppress the cultivators in the Panjab 
in a variety of ways, and urges that no patwdrt should be 
employed in the same tahsil in which his house is situated, 
and that the patwdris should be frequently transferred 


from one tahsil to another and even from one distriet to 
another. : ; 


The Nastm-i-Agra of the 7th August states that when 
The Supreme Appellate the North-Western Provinces High 
Court in Ajmere. Court was at Agra, all appeals against 
the decisions of the district officers in Ajmere were instituted 
in that Court. But since the removal of that Court from Agra 
to Allahabad, the Governor-General’s Agent for Rajputana 
has been invested with High Court powers in regard to 
Ajmere. But this arrangement is objectionable on several 
grounds, In the first place the Governor-General’s Agent 
for Rajputana is generally a military officer who has had some 
experience in the political department, but who has received“ 
no legal training, and consequently cannot. be expected to be 
well acquainted with the law. Not one of those men whe 
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have held the office within the last ten years is so thoroughly 
acquainted with the law as a High Court Judge generally is. 
Secondly, the Agent has his hands full with important political 
work and can devote little attention.to his other duties. 
Thirdly, no pleader is allowed to appear in the Court of the 
Agent. One or two suitors took pleaders with them to Abn. 
The Agent told the pleaders that he acted in accordance with 
political law, and that he would not hear them, and ordered 
them to go down the hill at once. It is easy to see what jus- 
tice can be expected from such a Court. 


The Sdhas of the 6th August states that some Euglish- 
men say that England governs India 
only for the good of the natives ; that 
instead of deriving benefit from this country, she is some- 
times exposed to great expense and trouble on account of her 
connection with it; and that Englishmen do not abandon it 
because they are afraid that their retirement would be a 
signal for its neighbours to invade it. In refutation of the 
above statement the editor refers to some of the advantages 
which England obtains. from India. (1) It must be a matter 
of great honor and pride to England that she has in her 
possession a country which has been regarded as the 
garden of the whole earth for hundreds of years, whose 
riches attracted the Muhammadan invaders from the north- 
west, and at which Russia even now casts a greedy eye. 
(2) It is her possession of India that has made England 
the richest country in the world. British traders reap a 
great profit from their Indian trade. India is the chief con- 
sumer of British manufactures. She now depends upon Eng- 
land for the supply of most common things, such as needles, 
&. She has to pay for a largo European army. Many 
Europeans are also employed in other departments on large 
pay. The pay of each European offioer is gener: y equal to 
or even more than the pay of all his assistants put togeth 
Lakhs of rupees have to. be sent to Kingland every month on 


England and India. 
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account of the pensions of retired European officers. British 
capitalists hold a large part of the Indian stocks, and therefore 
millions sterling have to be sent to England every year in the 
shape of interest. (3) Englishmen who, if they had remained 
at home, would carry on the work of a blacksmith or some 
other low and laborious work of this kind and would hardly 
earn one shilling a day, hold posts of Rs. 200 or Rs. 300 in 
India and have horses and carriages to ride and drive. When 
any of them is riding or driving and a native happens to 
come in his way, he calls him a damned nigger, strikes him 
with the cane he has in his hand, and drives him away from 
the road. Is it not the possession of India that enables hun- 
dreds of thousands of Englishmen to enjoy such ease and 
comfort ? Then with what face do they say that they derive 
no benefit from India? If they do not really reap any advantage 
from India, why have they made laws for us which are a hun- 
dred times more strict than English laws, in order that we 
may always continue under their rule? Why have they enacted 
such a strict Arms Act, which has made us a nation of mere 
quill-drivers ? Why have they even gagged our mouths ? 
The fact of the matter is that they have done all this to en 
their own interests. 


The Ahsan-al- Akhbér (Moradabad) of the 4th August : 
The Musalman Govern- (reveiyed on the 8th idem) says that 
ered * the recent dismissal of 14 Musalmans 
prayers. from a Government office at Naini : 
Täl, on the ground that they wanted a short leave on every : 
Friday to offer their prayers, has raised a very delicate ques 
tion. We hope that the Government will settle this question 5 
with that justice and prudence which have enabled it to % 
successfully, rule over this country, which is inhabited by ae 
people professing different religious creeds. The prayer 
difficulty has often arisen not only in connection vith the 
Musalmans employed in public offices, but also in oc nne. | 
tion with the Mahammadan students at Government ach chools, 
Ignorant Musalmans are under the false impression thas 
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the secret object of the Government in giving the natives 
English education is to make them Christians, and the pre- 
vention of the Muhammadan students by European Educational 
officers from offering their prayers greatly strengthens their 
false impression. There is really nothing to justify this pro- 
hibition. We have heard that the Muhammadan teachers 
and students at the Agra College are not granted leave on Fri- 
days in order that they may go to their mosque and offer their 
prayers. We do not know what is the state of things at the 
Allahabad and the Benares Colleges. Some years ago a diffi- 
culty arose in connection with this matter at the Bareilly 


College, and some Muhammadan teachers were dismissed 


and the names of some students were struck off. But at last 
leave for a short time was allowed to the Musalmans on Fri- 
days by the college authorities with great reluctance. This 
privilege should have been extended by the Government to 
Musalman teachers and students at all the Government col- 
leges and schools. The Government of India declares that 
it has no religion of its own, but is the guardian of all 
religions and looks upon them all with an eye of ‘equality. 
If this is the case, why does it give a holiday on Sunday 
to the Christians and refuses even one or two hours’ leave 
to the Musalmans on Friday? In the beginning of British 
rule the Musalman Government servants and students were 
readily given leave to offer their prayers. The withholding 
of this privilege will be a matter of om grief and dissatis- 
faction to ) them. 


LOCAL. 


The Nastm-t-Agra of the 7th August, in its local news 

A netics tes wee column, states that a rumour is cur- 
by two Kuropean soldiers rent to the effect that two European 
9 soldiers lately went to a village called 
Malpura on a shooting excursion. A boy was wounded by emall 
shot. On this the villagers took the guns from the soldiers, 
The police have now surrounded the village on all sides and 
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are making enquiries about the seizure of the guns by the 
villagers. When the authorities are unable to check such 
untoward accidents which are so frequent, it is but natural: 
that the people should take the protection of their lives 
into their own hands. The Government has repeatedly issued 
orders that military officers will be held responsible for any 
accidents that occur through the carelessness of the soldiers 


under their command: but in vain. Some natives are killed 
every year by European soldiers, 


The Bhérat Bandhu (Aligarh) of the 13th July, in its local 
The slaughterof animals news column, states that it has been 
at Aligarh. heard that a joint-stock company has, 
been established at Aligarh. The company has its office at: 
Russelganj, where it largely slaughters animals and dries their 
flesh. It is said that the dried flesh is conveyed to some pro- 
vince in the east, where it is used as manure for fertilizing the 
land. The bad smell that emanates from rotten flesh is un- 
bearable, and the inhabitants of Russelganj are thinking of 
laeving the place. The Magistrate should see to this. | 
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